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Abstract 
Punjab has experienced one of the most significant electoral transformations among Indian states 

during the first quarter of the twenty-first century. While previous studies have examined electoral 

volatility, party competition, and individual election outcomes, relatively little attention has been 

devoted to understanding how demographic transformation, regional political geography, urbanisation, 

migration, and voter realignment collectively shape electoral behaviour in the state. 

This study investigates Punjab's electoral evolution between 2000 and 2026 through an integrated 

analytical framework combining demographic indicators, electoral results, regional classifications, 

migration patterns, Scheduled Caste concentration, urbanisation trends, and party-system development. 

Particular attention is devoted to understanding how Majha, Doaba, and Malwa function as distinct 

political regions and how demographic diversity interacts with political mobilisation and governance 

expectations. 

The findings suggest that Punjab's electoral behaviour cannot be adequately explained through religion, 

caste, or party organisation alone. Electoral outcomes emerge through a complex interaction of 

demographic composition, regional political cultures, migration, urbanisation, leadership appeal, 

governance perceptions, and organisational effectiveness. Malwa emerges as the state's principal 

government-making region, while Doaba represents Punjab's most demographically distinctive 

electoral zone due to its high Scheduled Caste concentration and migration intensity. 

The study proposes a Punjab Electoral Behaviour Model in which electoral outcomes are best 

understood as a function of demographic diversity, regional geography, urbanisation, migration, 

governance expectations, leadership, and political mobilisation. The paper contributes to broader 

debates concerning democratic adaptation, voter realignment, and political transformation in 

contemporary India. 

 

Keywords: Punjab politics, electoral behaviour, political geography, voter realignment, urbanisation, 

migration, scheduled castes, governance voting, regional politics, democratic transformation 

 

1. Introduction 

Punjab occupies a distinctive position within India's democratic landscape. Unlike several 

Indian states where party systems have remained relatively stable across decades, Punjab has 

experienced repeated cycles of electoral restructuring, changing voter alignments, regional 

differentiation, and political innovation. Since the beginning of the twenty-first century, the 

state has witnessed the resurgence of Congress, the consolidation of the Shiromani Akali 

Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party alliance, the emergence of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), and the 

gradual weakening of traditional bipolar political competition. 

These developments make Punjab an important case study for understanding electoral 

behaviour in contemporary India. The state's political environment combines several unique 

structural characteristics: one of the highest Scheduled Caste population shares in the 

country, strong regional identities, extensive international migration, significant Sikh-Hindu 

demographic interaction, border-state dynamics, agrarian dependence, and increasing 

urbanisation. 

Traditional explanations of Punjab politics have frequently focused upon religion, caste, 

agrarian interests, Sikh political mobilisation, or leadership personalities. While these 

variables remain important, they do not adequately explain the state's repeated electoral 

transformations. 
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Punjab voters have demonstrated an unusual willingness to 

reassess political preferences across successive elections 

while simultaneously maintaining high levels of democratic 

participation. 

The rapid rise of the Aam Aadmi Party illustrates this 

phenomenon. Within a relatively short period, AAP 

transformed from an external entrant into the dominant 

electoral force in the state. Such a transformation cannot be 

fully explained through conventional models of caste 

mobilisation or organisational expansion. Instead, it reflects 

deeper changes in governance expectations, political 

dissatisfaction, urbanisation, migration, and voter behaviour. 

This paper argues that Punjab's electoral behaviour is 

fundamentally multi-dimensional. Electoral outcomes 

emerge from the interaction of demographic composition, 

regional political cultures, urbanisation, migration, 

leadership appeal, organisational strength, governance 

perceptions, and issue-based mobilisation. 

The principal objective of this study is therefore not merely 

to describe electoral outcomes but to explain the 

behavioural mechanisms underlying political transformation 

in Punjab between 2000 and 2026. 

 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Electoral Behaviour and Democratic Change 

The study of electoral behaviour has traditionally been 

dominated by three major theoretical traditions: sociological 

models, psychological models, and rational-choice 

approaches. 

Sociological theories emphasise the role of social identity, 

religion, ethnicity, caste, and class in shaping voter 

preferences. Psychological approaches focus upon partisan 

attachment, political attitudes, and leadership perceptions. 

Rational-choice theories emphasise the strategic evaluation 

of parties, policies, and expected benefits. 

While these frameworks provide valuable insights, 

contemporary electoral systems increasingly demonstrate 

the importance of multi-causal explanations that combine 

structural and behavioural variables. 

 

2.2 Political Geography and Regional Voting 

Political geography examines how spatial and regional 

factors influence political behaviour. Regions often develop 

distinct political cultures based upon historical experience, 

demographic composition, economic structure, and social 

organisation. 

Studies across Europe, North America, and Asia 

demonstrate that electoral behaviour frequently varies 

significantly across regions despite operating within a 

common institutional framework. 

Punjab provides an especially valuable context for such 

analysis because Majha, Doaba, and Malwa possess 

markedly different demographic and political 

characteristics. 

 

2.3 Identity Politics and Electoral Behaviour 

Identity-based explanations remain influential within Indian 

political science. Religion, caste, language, and regional 

affiliation continue to shape political mobilisation and 

electoral competition. 

However, contemporary scholarship increasingly suggests 

that identity alone rarely explains electoral outcomes. 

Instead, identity interacts with governance performance, 

leadership credibility, economic concerns, and institutional 

trust. 

Punjab's demographic diversity makes it particularly 

suitable for examining these interactions. 

 

2.4 Governance and Performance Voting 

Recent studies indicate that voters increasingly evaluate 

governments on the basis of service delivery, administrative 

effectiveness, infrastructure development, welfare 

outcomes, and leadership performance. 

Performance-based voting is especially visible in rapidly 

urbanising societies where voters possess greater access to 

information and stronger expectations regarding governance 

quality. 

This framework is highly relevant to contemporary Punjab. 

 

2.5 Punjab Politics 

Existing literature on Punjab politics has primarily focused 

upon: 

• Sikh political mobilisation 

• Akali politics 

• Agrarian interests 

• Federalism and regional identity 

• Religious institutions 

• Coalition politics 

• Scheduled Caste representation 

 

More recent scholarship has examined the emergence of 

AAP and the decline of traditional political structures. 

Nevertheless, relatively little research has attempted to 

integrate demographic transformation, regional political 

geography, migration, urbanisation, voter behaviour, and 

party-system evolution within a single analytical 

framework. 

 

2.6 Research Gap 

The existing literature generally examines individual 

dimensions of Punjab politics rather than the broader 

behavioural system shaping electoral outcomes. 

This study addresses that gap by integrating: 

• Demographic transformation 

• Regional political geography 

• Scheduled Caste concentration 

• Urbanisation 

• Migration 

• Party-system evolution 

• Governance expectations 

• Voter realignment within a unified analytical 

framework. 

 

3. Research Questions 

The study seeks to answer the following questions: 

• RQ1: How has Punjab's electoral behaviour evolved 

since 2000? 

• RQ2: How do Majha, Doaba, and Malwa differ 

politically? 

• RQ3: What role does demographic composition play in 

shaping electoral outcomes? 

• RQ4: How does Scheduled Caste concentration interact 

with electoral competition? 

• RQ5: What influence do migration and urbanisation 

exert upon voting behaviour? 

• RQ6: Has Punjab shifted from identity-centred politics 

toward governance-sensitive politics? 
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• RQ7: What broader lessons does Punjab offer for 
understanding democratic transformation in India? 

 
4. Hypotheses 

• H1: Regional political geography exerts a significant 
influence upon electoral outcomes in Punjab. 

• H2: Scheduled Caste concentration alone does not 
determine electoral behaviour. 

• H3: Malwa functions as the state's principal 
government-making region. 

• H4: Urbanisation contributes to increasing political 
fragmentation and governance-oriented voting. 

• H5: Migration influences voter expectations and 
political behaviour, particularly within Doaba. 

• H6: Punjab voters increasingly evaluate parties through 
governance performance rather than traditional partisan 
loyalties. 

 
5. Data and Methodology 

Data Sources 

The study utilises data from: 

• Election Commission of India 

• Census of India 

• Punjab Chief Electoral Officer 

• District demographic records 

• Public electoral datasets 

• Academic and policy literature 
 

Analytical Framework 

The research combines: 
 

Descriptive Statistics 

Used to examine demographic structure, electoral outcomes, 
turnout patterns, and regional variation. 
 

Electoral Geography 

Punjab is classified into: 

• Majha 

• Doaba 

• Malwa 

• Urban-Industrial Punjab 
 
to identify regional differences in political behaviour. 
 

Demographic Analysis 

Particular emphasis is placed upon: 

• Religious composition 

• Scheduled Caste concentration 

• Urbanisation 

• Migration 
 

Political Behaviour Analysis 

Electoral outcomes are interpreted through: 

• Leadership effects 

• Governance perceptions 

• Organisational strength 

• Political mobilisation 

• Regional political culture 
 
rather than through demographic variables alone. 
 

Conceptual Model 

Punjab Electoral Behaviour 
= f(Demography + Region + Urbanisation + Migration + 

Leadership + Organisation + Governance Perception + 
Political Mobilisation) 

This model serves as the theoretical foundation for the 

subsequent analysis. 

 

6. Demographic Transformation of Punjab 

6.1 Demographic Foundations of Electoral Behaviour 

Electoral behaviour in democratic systems is rarely 

determined by a single variable. Instead, voting outcomes 

emerge through the interaction of demographic composition, 

political institutions, regional cultures, economic structures, 

and historical experiences. Punjab represents a particularly 

important case because multiple demographic influences 

operate simultaneously within the state's political 

environment. 

Punjab's demographic profile differs substantially from most 

Indian states. According to Census-based estimates, the 

state's population consists primarily of Sikhs (57.69%) and 

Hindus (38.49%), with smaller Muslim and Christian 

populations. More importantly, Punjab possesses India's 

highest Scheduled Caste population share among major 

states, accounting for approximately 31.9 percent of the 

total population. 

Unlike states where one dominant social cleavage structures 

political competition, Punjab's electorate is characterised by 

overlapping identities. Religious affiliation, caste 

background, regional location, migration history, 

occupation, and urbanisation frequently intersect rather than 

operate independently. 

 
Table 1: Demographic Composition of Punjab 

 

Category Approximate Share (%) 

Sikh 57.69 

Hindu 38.49 

Muslim 1.93 

Christian 1.26 

Scheduled Castes 31.90 

Scheduled Tribes Negligible 

 

The political significance of this structure lies not merely in 

demographic proportions but in the interaction among 

multiple identities. Consequently, electoral outcomes cannot 

be adequately explained through religion or caste alone. 

 

6.2 Demographic Transition and Political Competition 

Punjab's demographic transformation since 2000 has 

occurred through three major processes: 

 

1. Urban Expansion 

The growth of urban centres has altered political priorities. 

Urban voters increasingly evaluate governments through: 

• Infrastructure quality 

• Employment opportunities 

• Public services 

• Education 

• Healthcare 

• Administrative performance 

 

rather than exclusively through identity-based 

considerations. 

 

2. Migration 

Migration has reshaped social and political expectations, 

particularly within Doaba. 

https://www.journalofpoliticalscience.com/
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International migration has exposed significant portions of 

the electorate to alternative governance systems, 

administrative standards, and economic models. 

 

3. Educational Expansion 

Educational attainment has increased substantially across 

Punjab. 

As education levels rise, issue-based political evaluation 

becomes increasingly significant. 

These transformations collectively contribute to the 

emergence of a more politically adaptive electorate. 

 

6.3 Demography and Electoral Behaviour 

A common assumption within electoral studies is that 

demographic categories directly determine political 

outcomes. 

Punjab demonstrates the limitations of such assumptions. 

For example: 

• High Sikh populations do not uniformly produce 

identical voting behaviour. 

• High Scheduled Caste populations do not consistently 

support the same parties. 

• Similar demographic districts frequently produce 

different electoral outcomes. 

This suggests that demographics should be viewed as 

providing the structural environment within which political 

competition occurs rather than acting as deterministic 

predictors of electoral outcomes. 

Consequently: 

 

Electoral Outcome 

= f (Demography + Region + Leadership + Governance + 

Organisation) 

Rather than 

Electoral Outcome = f (Demography Alone) 

 

7. Scheduled Caste Electoral Geography 

7.1 The Punjab Exception 

Punjab occupies a unique position within Indian electoral 

politics due to its exceptionally large Scheduled Caste 

population. 

In many Indian states, caste-based voting models assume 

that demographic concentration generates relatively 

predictable political behaviour. 

Punjab challenges this assumption. 

Despite possessing the highest Scheduled Caste population 

share among major states, electoral outcomes vary 

substantially across districts with comparable SC 

concentrations. 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Punjab Assembly turnout remained consistently high throughout the study period, peaking in 2012 (78.3%) before moderating in 

2022 (71.95%). 

 
Table 2: Major High-SC Districts 

 

District SC Population (%) 

SBS Nagar 42.51 

Muktsar Sahib 42.31 

Fazilka 42.27 

Firozpur 42.07 

Jalandhar 38.95 

Faridkot 38.92 

Moga 36.50 

Hoshiarpur 35.14 

 

If caste concentration alone determined electoral outcomes, 

these districts would exhibit broadly similar political 

behaviour. 

Empirical observation demonstrates otherwise. 

 

7.2 Internal Diversity within Scheduled Castes 

Punjab's Scheduled Caste population is highly 

heterogeneous. 

Major communities include: 

• Ravidassia 

• Ad-Dharmi 
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• Ramdasia Sikh 

• Mazhabi Sikh 

• Valmiki 

• Balmiki 

• Hindu Scheduled Castes 

 

These communities differ in: 

• Religious affiliation 

• Occupational history 

• Geographic distribution 

• Social organisation 

• Political mobilisation 

 

As a result, Scheduled Caste identity does not function as a 

single political category. 

Instead, electoral preferences emerge through interaction 

between: 

• Caste 

• Religion 

• Region 

• Migration 

• Local leadership 

• Political organisation 

 

This complexity distinguishes Punjab from many 

conventional caste-voting models. 

 

7.3 Doaba and the Scheduled Caste Question 

Doaba represents Punjab's most distinctive demographic 

region. 

The region combines: 

• High SC concentration 

• International migration 

• Higher educational attainment 

• Greater economic diversification 

 

Districts such as: 

• Jalandhar 

• Hoshiarpur 

• Kapurthala 

• SBS Nagar 

 

demonstrate political patterns that differ significantly from 

comparable districts elsewhere. 

Migration and educational attainment appear to mediate the 

relationship between caste and voting behaviour. 

Consequently, caste concentration should be interpreted as 

one variable within a broader demographic framework 

rather than as a standalone predictor. 

 

7.4 The Scheduled Caste Electoral Geography Model 

The evidence suggests that electoral behaviour in high-SC 

districts is best understood through the following 

relationship: 

SC Electoral Behaviour 

= f(SC Share + Region + Religion + Migration + 

Urbanisation + Organisation + Leadership) 

This formulation constitutes one of the principal theoretical 

contributions of the present study. 

 

8. Regional Political Geography of Punjab 

8.1 Punjab as Three Political Systems: Punjab is often 

analysed as a single electoral unit. 

However, electoral evidence suggests that the state 

functions as three interconnected yet distinct political 

systems: 

1. Majha 

2. Doaba 

3. Malwa 

with an increasingly significant fourth category: 

4. Urban-Industrial Punjab 

 

Each region possesses unique demographic characteristics, 

historical experiences, and political cultures. 

 
Table 3: Regional Electoral Classification 

 

Region Principal Characteristics 

Majha Border politics, religious identity, panthic influence 

Doaba High SC concentration, migration, demographic diversity 

Malwa Largest region, government-making zone 

Urban 

Punjab 
Governance-oriented, fragmented competition 

 

8.2 Majha: Identity and Border Politics 

Majha includes: 

• Amritsar 

• Tarn Taran 

• Gurdaspur 

• Pathankot 

 

Political behaviour in Majha is shaped by: 

• Border-state dynamics 

• Sikh political institutions 

• Religious mobilisation 

• Security concerns 

 

The region frequently acts as a political signalling zone 

reflecting broader shifts in public sentiment. 

 

8.3 Doaba: Migration and Demographic Complexity 

Doaba represents Punjab's most demographically distinctive 

political environment. 

Characteristics include: 

• High Scheduled Caste concentration 

• International migration 

• High literacy 

• Economic diversification 

 

Political behaviour in Doaba often differs from both Majha 

and Malwa because migration influences political 

expectations and governance perceptions. 

 

8.4 Malwa: The Government-Making Region 

Malwa contains the largest concentration of Assembly 

constituencies. 

The region includes: 

• Ludhiana 

• Patiala 

• Sangrur 

• Bathinda 

• Barnala 

• Mansa 

• Moga 

• Faridkot 

• Muktsar Sahib 
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• Fazilka 

• Firozpur 

 

Historically, parties achieving dominance within Malwa 

have usually formed government. 

 

Proposition 

Control of Malwa substantially increases the probability of 

statewide electoral success. 

Congress, SAD-BJP, and AAP victories all support this 

proposition. 

Malwa therefore functions as Punjab's principal 

government-making region. 

 

8.5 Urban Punjab: The Emerging Fourth Political 

Region 

Urban Punjab increasingly demonstrates behavioural 

characteristics distinct from traditional regional 

classifications. 

Urban constituencies display: 

• Higher political fragmentation 

• Greater governance sensitivity 

• Lower ideological attachment 

• Stronger candidate effects 

 

The increasing electoral significance of cities such as 

Ludhiana, Mohali, Jalandhar, Amritsar, and Patiala suggests 

that future political competition may increasingly depend 

upon urban governance performance. 

 

Key Findings of Part II 

 
Table 4: Demographic and Regional Findings 

 

Finding Interpretation 

Highest SC Population in 

India 
Unique demographic structure 

High-SC District Variation Caste alone insufficient 

Doaba Distinctiveness Migration-driven complexity 

Malwa Dominance Principal government-making region 

Urban Growth Governance-sensitive voting 

Identity Overlap Multi-dimensional behaviour 

 

The evidence presented in this section demonstrates that 

Punjab's electoral behaviour cannot be adequately 

understood without incorporating demographic complexity, 

Scheduled Caste diversity, migration patterns, and regional 

political geography into a unified analytical framework. 

 

9. Party System Evolution in Punjab (2000-2026) 

9.1 Introduction 

The evolution of Punjab's party system since 2000 

represents one of the most significant political 

transformations within contemporary Indian democracy. 

During this period, Punjab transitioned from a relatively 

predictable bipolar political structure into a competitive 

multi-party system characterised by voter mobility, 

leadership-driven competition, governance-oriented 

narratives, and organisational restructuring. 

Unlike states where party dominance remains stable across 

decades, Punjab has repeatedly demonstrated the capacity to 

restructure political competition. Congress, Shiromani Akali 

Dal (SAD), Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), and Aam Aadmi 

Party (AAP) have each experienced phases of expansion, 

consolidation, decline, and adaptation. 

The evolution of these parties provides important insights 
into changing voter behaviour. 
 
9.2 Congress: From Dominance to Adaptation 

For much of Punjab's post-independence political history, 
Congress functioned as one of the state's principal political 
actors. 
 
Between 2000 and 2026, Congress experienced three 

distinct phases 

Phase I: Recovery (2002) 

Congress returned to power by successfully mobilising anti-
incumbency sentiment and presenting itself as a viable 
alternative to the incumbent government. 
Key strengths included: 

• Broad social coalition 

• Rural organisational presence 

• Leadership credibility 

• Anti-incumbency advantage 
 

Phase II: Competition (2007-2017) 

Congress remained electorally relevant but increasingly 
confronted challenges from both SAD-BJP and emerging 
political alternatives. 
 

Phase III: Fragmentation (Post-2017) 

The emergence of AAP weakened Congress' position as the 
default opposition force. 
The party increasingly faced competition for: 

• Youth voters 

• Urban voters 

• Anti-incumbency voters 

• Governance-oriented voters 
 
The long-term challenge for Congress remains 
organisational renewal and coalition reconstruction. 
 
9.3 Shiromani Akali Dal: Institutional Strength and 

Electoral Decline 

Shiromani Akali Dal occupies a unique position within 
Punjab politics. 
Unlike most regional parties, SAD combines: 

• Religious influence 

• Historical legitimacy 

• Organisational depth 

• Rural penetration 
 
The party's strength traditionally emerged from: 

• Agricultural constituencies 

• Sikh political institutions 

• Rural mobilisation networks 

• Long-term organisational structures 
 

Coalition Era 

The SAD-BJP alliance produced one of Punjab's most stable 
political periods. 
Key features included: 

• Urban-rural coalition building 

• Organisational coordination 

• Leadership stability 

• Electoral efficiency 
 

Decline 

Following 2012, several factors contributed to electoral 
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weakening: 

• Governance fatigue 

• Youth dissatisfaction 

• Drug-related controversies 

• Anti-incumbency accumulation 

• Emergence of alternative political narratives 

 

The decline of SAD reflects broader transformations within 

Punjab's political environment rather than merely 

organisational weakness. 

 

9.4 Bharatiya Janata Party: Urban Consolidation and 

Expansion Challenges 

Historically, BJP functioned as the junior partner within the 

SAD-BJP alliance. 

Its electoral strength was concentrated within: 

• Urban constituencies 

• Business communities 

• Hindu-majority areas 

• Professional groups 

 

The party's independent challenge has been expanding 

beyond these traditional bases. 

Key opportunities include: 

• Urban growth 

• Governance-focused politics 

• Youth mobilisation 

• Organisational expansion 

 

However, Punjab's distinctive political culture continues to 

require region-specific political adaptation. 

 

9.5 Aam Aadmi Party: The Realignment Vehicle 

The emergence of AAP constitutes the most significant 

party-system development in Punjab during the study 

period. 

The party's rise differed from conventional electoral 

breakthroughs because it successfully constructed a 

coalition extending across: 

• Urban voters 

• Rural voters 

• Youth voters 

• First-time voters 

• Governance-oriented voters 

Several factors contributed to this success: 

 

Governance Narrative 

AAP emphasised: 

• Education 

• Healthcare 

• Administrative reform 

• Public service delivery 

 

Anti-Establishment Positioning 

The party successfully positioned itself as an alternative to 

traditional political structures. 

 

Organisational Expansion 

Unlike many new parties, AAP developed statewide 

organisational capacity. 

 

Cross-Regional Penetration 

Support emerged across: 

• Majha 

• Doaba 

• Malwa 

 

This broad geographical reach transformed AAP from a 

challenger into a governing force. 

 

9.6 Transformation of Party Competition 

The evidence suggests that Punjab's party system has 

evolved through three broad stages: 

 

Stage I 

• Traditional Bipolar Competition 

• Congress versus SAD 

 

Stage II 

• Coalition Bipolar Competition 

• Congress versus SAD-BJP 

 

Stage III 

• Multi-Party Competition 

• Congress + SAD + BJP + AAP 

 

This evolution indicates increasing electoral complexity and 

voter adaptability. 

 
Year Congress (%) SAD (%) BJP (%) AAP (%) 

2002 40.11 34.76 5.67 0.00 

2007 40.90 37.09 8.28 0.00 

2012 40.09 34.73 7.18 0.00 

2017 38.50 25.20 5.40 23.70 

2022 22.98 18.38 6.60 42.01 
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Metric Value 

Mean Turnout 73.00% 

Turnout Range 16.16 points 

Government Change Rate 100% of transitions except 2012 

Incumbent Retention Rate 25% 

 

10. Urbanisation and Electoral Transformation 

10.1 Rise of Urban Punjab 

Urbanisation represents one of the most important long-term 

drivers of political change in Punjab. 

Historically, political competition centred upon: 

• Agriculture 

• Rural development 

• Irrigation 

• Cooperative structures 

 

Today, urban constituencies increasingly shape political 

narratives. 

Urban growth has expanded the political significance of: 

• Ludhiana 

• Mohali 

• Jalandhar 

• Amritsar 

• Patiala 

 

These cities increasingly function as centres of political 

innovation. 

 

10.2 Characteristics of Urban Voting 

Urban voters demonstrate several distinctive characteristics: 

 

Governance Sensitivity 

Urban electorates often evaluate governments through: 

• Roads 

• Transport 

• Waste management 

• Healthcare 

• Education 

• Digital services 

 

Candidate Evaluation 

Candidate quality frequently assumes greater importance. 

 

Reduced Partisan Attachment 

Urban voters are generally more willing to change political 

preferences. 

 

Information Exposure 

Greater access to information facilitates issue-based 

political evaluation. 

These factors contribute to higher political fluidity. 

 

10.3 Urban Political Fragmentation 

Urban constituencies frequently display: 

• Multi-party competition 

• Narrow victory margins 

• Leadership effects 

• Candidate-centred politics 

 

Consequently, electoral outcomes become more difficult to 

predict solely through demographic variables. 

Urbanisation therefore contributes to increasing political 

fragmentation. 

 

10.4 Urbanisation and Democratic Adaptation 

The growth of urban politics represents a broader 

democratic transition. 

Political success increasingly depends upon: 

• Administrative competence 

• Public service delivery 

• Governance outcomes 

• Citizen responsiveness 
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Urbanisation therefore acts as both a demographic and 

political force. 

 

11. Migration and Political Expectations 

11.1 Migration as a Structural Political Variable 

Migration has shaped Punjab's social and political landscape 

for decades. 

The impact is especially visible within Doaba. 

Migration influences: 

• Economic behaviour 

• Social aspirations 

• Educational attainment 

• Governance expectations 

 

As a result, migration should be considered a major political 

variable. 

 

11.2 Doaba and the Migration Effect 

Doaba possesses: 

• Extensive overseas connections 

• Strong remittance flows 

• High educational attainment 

• International exposure 

 

This combination creates political behaviour distinct from 

many other regions. 

Migration-intensive constituencies frequently demonstrate: 

• Greater governance expectations 

• Higher issue sensitivity 

• Reduced dependence on traditional patronage networks 

 

11.3 Governance Expectations and Migration 

Exposure to international political systems may indirectly 

influence voter expectations. 

Citizens increasingly evaluate governments through: 

• Administrative efficiency 

• Transparency 

• Service quality 

• Accountability 

 

Migration therefore contributes to the rise of performance-

oriented politics. 

 

11.4 Political Consequences of Migration 

Migration produces several electoral consequences: 

 

Diversification of Political Preferences 

Voters become less dependent upon traditional political 

loyalties. 

 

Increased Information Flows 

International networks facilitate access to alternative 

political experiences. 

 

Governance-Oriented Evaluation 

Administrative performance becomes increasingly 

important. 

 

Electoral Adaptability 

Voters demonstrate greater willingness to support political 

alternatives. 

These processes contribute to broader political 

transformation. 

Key Findings of Part III 

 
Table 5: Party-System and Social Transformation Findings 

 

Finding Interpretation 

Congress Decline Coalition restructuring required 

SAD Weakening Traditional networks under pressure 

BJP Challenge Urban expansion opportunity 

AAP Rise Structural political realignment 

Urbanisation Governance-sensitive politics 

Migration Increased voter expectations 

Multi-Party Competition Higher electoral complexity 

Governance Voting Increasingly influential 

 

The evidence suggests that Punjab's electoral evolution 

since 2000 reflects not merely changing party fortunes but a 

deeper transformation in the relationship between citizens, 

governance, political institutions, and democratic 

expectations. 

 

12. Governance Voting and Voter Adaptability 

12.1 From Identity Voting to Governance Voting 

One of the most significant developments in Punjab's 

electoral evolution since 2000 has been the gradual shift 

from identity-centred political competition toward 

governance-sensitive voting behaviour. 

Historically, electoral mobilisation in Punjab often relied 

upon: 

• Religious affiliation 

• Regional identity 

• Community networks 

• Organisational loyalties 

• Historical political alignments 

 

While these factors remain important, their influence 

increasingly appears conditional upon governance 

performance. 

Contemporary voters demonstrate greater willingness to 

evaluate governments through: 

• Administrative effectiveness 

• Service delivery 

• Infrastructure development 

• Education policy 

• Healthcare provision 

• Employment opportunities 

 

The emergence of governance-oriented voting represents a 

major transformation in the state's political culture. 

 

12.2 Anti-Incumbency and Democratic Accountability 

Punjab has repeatedly demonstrated a strong anti-

incumbency tendency. 

However, anti-incumbency should not be interpreted merely 

as dissatisfaction. 

Instead, it reflects a broader culture of democratic 

accountability. 

Voters increasingly reward or punish governments based 

upon: 

• Perceived effectiveness 

• Leadership credibility 

• Policy outcomes 

• Administrative performance 

 

Consequently, political continuity is no longer guaranteed 
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by historical loyalty alone. 

The persistence of electoral competition suggests that 

Punjab's electorate remains highly responsive to changing 

political circumstances. 

 

12.3 The Adaptive Punjab Voter 

The evidence presented throughout this study suggests that 

Punjab voters possess four important characteristics: 

 

High Political Participation 

Electoral turnout remains consistently high. 

 

Moderate Partisan Attachment 

Voters are willing to change party preferences. 

 

Strong Governance Sensitivity 

Administrative performance increasingly influences 

electoral outcomes. 

 

Regional Adaptability 

Political behaviour varies across Majha, Doaba, Malwa, and 

urban centres. 

These characteristics distinguish Punjab from many 

electoral systems where long-term partisan loyalty 

dominates political behaviour. 

 

13. Punjab Electoral Behaviour Model 

13.1 Development of the Model 

The central objective of this research has been to identify 

the principal factors shaping electoral behaviour in Punjab. 

The findings demonstrate that no single variable adequately 

explains electoral outcomes. 

Religion alone is insufficient. 

Caste alone is insufficient. 

Leadership alone is insufficient. 

Instead, electoral behaviour emerges through interaction 

among multiple variables. 

 

 
 

Fig 2: Punjab Electoral Behaviour Model 

 

13.2 Relative Influence of Variables 

 
Table 6: Relative Influence of Major Variables 

 

Variable Influence Level 

Anti-Incumbency Very High 

Region High 

Governance Perception High 

Leadership High 

Organisation High 

Political Mobilisation High 

Urbanisation Moderate-High 

Migration Moderate 

Caste Moderate 

Religion Moderate 

 

The model suggests that electoral outcomes emerge from 

interactions among structural, demographic, behavioural, 

and organisational variables rather than from any single 

determinant. 

 

14. Discussion 

14.1 Understanding Twenty-Five Years of Political 

Transformation 

The period between 2000 and 2026 represents one of the 

most dynamic phases in Punjab's democratic history. 

Three major transformations are visible. 

 

First 

Punjab's electorate has become increasingly adaptive. 

Voters demonstrate a willingness to reconsider political 

preferences in response to changing political conditions. 

 

Second 

Regional political geography remains a powerful 

determinant of electoral behaviour. 

Majha, Doaba, and Malwa continue to operate as distinct 

political environments. 

 

Third 

Governance has emerged as a major electoral variable. 

Political success increasingly depends upon perceived 

administrative performance rather than historical partisan 

loyalty. 

 

14.2 Punjab as a Laboratory of Democratic Change 

Punjab provides a valuable case study for understanding 

democratic transformation in contemporary India. 

The state demonstrates how: 

• Demographic diversity 

• Regional political cultures 

• Migration 

• Urbanisation 

• Governance expectations 

 

interact to reshape electoral competition. 

Punjab therefore offers broader lessons extending beyond 

state-level politics. 
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15. Policy Implications 

The findings of this study possess implications for 

governments, political parties, and public-policy 

practitioners. 

 

Governance 

Governments can no longer rely upon historical voter 

loyalties. 

Administrative performance increasingly influences 

electoral outcomes. 

 

Political Parties 

Successful political organisations must build broad 

coalitions extending beyond traditional demographic bases. 

 

Public Policy 

Regional variation requires region-specific policy design. 

The priorities of Doaba differ from those of Majha and 

Malwa. 

 

Electoral Strategy 

Future political campaigns are likely to depend increasingly 

upon: 

• Governance performance 

• Service delivery 

• Leadership credibility 

• Local issues 

 

rather than demographic mobilisation alone. 

 

16. Limitations 

Like all empirical studies, the present research contains 

limitations. 

 

Data Constraints 

Historical electoral records remain less standardised than 

contemporary datasets. The study is wholesome driven by 

data. 

 

Constituency-Level Variation 

The analysis primarily operates at district and regional 

levels. 

Future research should develop constituency-level datasets 

covering all 117 Assembly constituencies. 

 

Candidate Effects 

Candidate quality, campaign intensity, local alliances, and 

constituency-specific factors were not modelled 

independently. 

 

Behavioural Variables 

Most importantly, the study is primarily data-driven. 

The analysis does not directly incorporate: 

• Cultural influences 

• Traditional factors 

• Behavioural psychology 

• Religious mobilisation 

• Informal political structures 

• Community networks 

• Localised political behaviour 

 

Future research incorporating surveys, interviews, 

ethnographic work, and constituency-level behavioural 

studies may provide a more comprehensive understanding 

of Punjab's electoral system. 

 

17. Conclusion 

Punjab's electoral transformation since 2000 represents one 

of the most significant examples of democratic adaptation 

within contemporary India. 

The evidence demonstrates that electoral behaviour cannot 

be adequately explained through religion, caste, leadership, 

turnout, or organisation alone. 

Instead, electoral outcomes emerge through the interaction 

of: 

• Demography 

• Region 

• Urbanisation 

• Migration 

• Leadership 

• Organisation 

• Governance perception 

• Political mobilisation 

• Anti-incumbency 

 

Among these variables, regional political geography, 

governance perception, leadership credibility, organisational 

effectiveness, and anti-incumbency appear particularly 

influential. 

The study identifies: 

• Malwa as Punjab's principal government-making 

region. 

• Doaba as the state's most demographically distinctive 

political region. 

• Urban Punjab as an increasingly important arena of 

political competition. 

 

Most importantly, the findings suggest that Punjab has 

evolved from a predominantly identity-centred electoral 

system toward a multi-dimensional political environment 

shaped by demographic diversity, regional political 

geography, migration, urbanisation, governance 

expectations, and voter adaptability. 

Punjab therefore represents not merely a state-level political 

case study but an important example of democratic 

transformation within twenty-first-century India. 

 

18. Future Research Agenda 

The present study establishes several directions for future 

research. 

 

Electoral Geography 

Develop constituency-level datasets covering all 117 

Assembly constituencies. 

 

Scheduled Caste Politics 

Investigate the interaction between caste concentration, 

region, and political competition using advanced statistical 

modelling. 

 

Urban Transformation 

Examine the long-term impact of urbanisation upon political 

competition and voter behaviour. 

 

Migration Studies 

Explore the relationship between international migration 
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and electoral decision-making within Doaba. 

 

Governance and Voting 

Develop quantitative indicators linking governance 

performance to electoral outcomes. 

 

Machine Learning Applications 

Construct predictive models examining voter realignment 

and electoral adaptation. 

 

Comparative Research 

Compare Punjab with other politically adaptive states to 

identify broader patterns of democratic transformation. 
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